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If there ever has hceii an age, or a land, 
demanding a living, acting, aggressive spirit 
ill the Church, this is that age, and this is 
that land. An age instinct with life, in a 
land whose one characteristic is life, de- 
mands a living Church. 

In the highest import of the term, the 
Church's life depends upon her vital union 
with her living Lead ; and may God vouch- 
safe to her more and more of that life 1 
But it is to that external life and activity hy 
which tile inner life is impressed upon the 
world, that reference is now had. It is in 
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this sense that a living Church is demanded 
by the land and age in which God has cast 
our lot. The Church that would mate 
headway, that would be successful in doing 
its whole work, and leaving its mark upon 
our national life, must be a living, active, 
aggressive body. 

The first element of power in such a 
Church, is a ministry with apostolic faith 
joined to apostolic enterprise. The second 
element is the printed page, the auxiliary 
of such a ministry, explaining, confirming, 
and supplementing its teachings. 

The thought is a trite one; its obvious 
truth has made it trite. It is a pity that 
it is 80. Axioms often weigh less with the 
public than paradoses, not that they are 
loss weighty, but less new. Men wonder 
at the tornado, who think nothing of their 
daily allowance of atmospheric air; the 
sunlight is less impressive than the light- 
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ning's flash. So, having often heard of 
"the power of tho press," men drink in the 
■words with no apprehension of the* fact 
which they express. They daily see strange, 
beneficent, or horrid resulta, hut have no 
notion of their unseen causes. The power 
of the printed page, as a hearer of thought 
and motive, its connection with daily his- 
tory, is to them unknown, hecanse un- 
noticed. They learn in the morning's 
journal of a munificent gift to a worthy 
object, but they know not that the reading 
of a tract lay back of that gift. They 
sicken at the report of bloodshed in the 
plaee of debauch, but they know not the 
book by which the mind of that young man 
was debauched before his feet had trod the 
path of overt sin. Like the engineer, who, 
with his wires and his galvanic battery, is 
far from the explosion of which he is the 
unseen cause, the author is not seen in 
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contact with the results of liia labors. The 
press sends the electric spark of thought, 
flashing from the laboratory of the writer's 
brain, through sea and land. It flies un- 
checked by oceans and continents, and the 
catastrophe ensues ; but to the world the 
connection is all unknown. We would that 
they on whose ears those words, "the power 
of the press," fall with a familiarity which 
has bred contempt, might learn their mean- 
ing. It is not our purpose at present to 
unfold the truth with regard to that power, 
but rather to assert it, and to invite our 
readers to some thoughts which it suggests 
as to the duty of our own Presbyterian 
Church to use the press. 

How stand the facts as to the use of 
the press in America? Universal suffrage 
makes every citizen a politician, and hence 
a reader. The demand for books, papers, 
and periodicals, mostly confined in Europe 
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to the more affluent classes, here comes 
from the whole mass of the population. It 
is not only the scholar, the gentleman, the 
professional man, and the merchant, who 
read in America. The mechanic, also, must 
have his daily paper, and his sons and 
daughters must have their hooks. So it is 
with the tradesman. The farmer's table is 
well covered with magazines and periodicals. 
The laborers iu our faetorias and shops 
read. The porter reads as he sits upon the 
curbstone waiting for a job, and the dray- 
man reads upon his dray. The cook in the 
kitchen, as well as the lady in the parlor, 
reads. The old and the young, the high 
and the low, the rich and the poor, unite 
to swell the demand for the products of the 
press in all their forms. To meet this 
demand, millions of pages issue daily from 
thousands of presses. All conceivable 
tq)ics — and some topics inconceivable by 
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most minds — are discussec!; views of every 
possible shade are expressed; influences o£ 
every imaginable direction are put forth. 
The whole nation places itself under the 
tuition of this myriad-voiced teacher, and 
thoughte, wishes, hopes, aims, deeds, spring 
into life and shape under its moulding 
powers. The belief of the individual, the 
movements of religious bodies, the politics 
of the neighborhood, the State, the nation, 
all take the impress of its hand. 

"Who stand at the head of this stream, to 
color its waters and to guide its course? 
Men as vai'ious in their opinions and ob- 
jects as are their utterances. The field is 
open to all men. The good and the bad, 
the moralist, the Christian, the infidel, and 
the bestial debauchee, all stand on a level, 
and each sends out his own train of influ- 
ences. Honorable men there arc, in charge 
of establishments for the publication of 
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books, of periodicals, or of daily papers, 
who honestly desire to issue nothing pre- 
judicial to morality or Christianity, Some 
such there are who will even make consider- 
able pecuniary sacrifices rather than do the 
public wrong. Yet, on the most charitable 
view of the whole wide field, it cannot be 
denied that books from the most reputable 
publishers, and reviews, magazines, and jour- 
nals from highly respected editors, teem 
with views utterly at variance with Scrip- 
ture and at war with Christianity. Not 
merely a literature that is sickly, useless, 
enervating, and nauseous to a sound manly 
taste, but a literature positively pernicious, 
floods the country under the auspices of 
houses of the most reputable standing. 
False views of vita! questions of morality, 
and insi'lious attacks upon the religion of 
the Bib:.j, thus gain currency, and under- 
mine the faith of the young and inex- 
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perienced. It is too mucli to expect of busi- 
ness men, taken in the mass, a rigid censor- 
ship of the press. 

But, leaving the field occupied by houaea 
of respectabihty, beyond the Umits of de- 
cency there Ues another class of publica- 
tions, too influential to be unnoticed, — a 
class of publications opening to the public 
gaze scenes of ruffianism, of brutality, and 
of crime in their most noxious shapes. 
These are openly vended in our streets, 
advertised {with all the attractiveness which 
a promise of such revelations has for the 
corrupt taste of man) in the papers which 
we receive into our families, sent to our 
country towns, scattered among our youth, 
and brought into our very homes. They 
come as ladders to the pit, to lead the 
young soul in the descending way to sin, to 
shame, and everlasting woe. 

Beyond these still, there is yet another 
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cla?3 of works, not openly sold, but cun- 
ningly and secretly put into the hands of 
the young to lure and guide them to the 
avenues of vice and ruin; books that stamp 
upon the soul stains that nothing but death 
will erase. Exhalations of the pit, thoy 
arise unseen, they are received by the 
victim, and bis soul is steeped in death. If 
there be a stepping-stono to hell more 
easily trod than another, the press furnishes 
tbat stepping-stone, and places it in the 
pathway of the young. 

The Church of God cannot shut her eyes 
to these facts. The literature that is worldly, 
fleshly, devilish, must be met. It must be 
met on its own ground and with its own 
weapons. Books, papers, periodicals, will 
flow fast and fresh from its presses. The 
world will not rest on the past, if wo do. 
Christianity must have her presses too,— 
yes, and Christians must use them. The 
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pastor, the missionary, the teacher, the 
parent, all must be furnished for the con- 
flict with evil. Nor, after the furnishing of 
a living ministry, is there a higher work 
for the Church in her warfare than the 
work of furnishing a Christian literature, 

Not stopping to argue a point that must 
be conceded, let us go on to the question, 

"How SHALL THIS DEMAND BE MET?" 

Shall it be left to the enterprise of indi- 
vidual Christians ? Much may be done in 
this way. The Church has already received 
efficient aid from private establishments. 
Eut can the whole responsibility of a work 
so momentous in its issues, so delicate in its 
parts, and so immense in its scope, be left 
to individual enterprise? It cannot. The 
efforts of individuals, moved by philan- 
thropy, and with no expectation of gain, 
though often valuable, must of necessity be 
discursive and unreliable. Nor can trades- 
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men be expected to sacrifice profit to princi- 
ple, or to publish what will not pay. In 
fact, this question has been answered by the 
acts of the Christian public. Convinced of 
the necessity of associated effort for the use 
of the press, Christian men, in Europe and 
iu America, from various branches of the 
Church, have united in the formation of 
societies for religious publication. These 
societies, sustained by the gifts of Christian 
benevolence, have put into wide circulation 
the Bible and many religious books and 
tracts suited to young and old. They have 
employed hundreds of agents to carry these 
books to the neglected, the poor, and the 
tempted. They have given them to the 
needy or the indifierent, and, adorning 
them with all the attractiveness of costly 
paper and binding, have introduced them 
to the mansions of the rich. They have 
sent them forth to combat with the lite- 
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rature of an ungodly -world. They have 
done a glorious work, — one easily carped at 
in its details, and, doubtless, not without its 
admixture of mistake, but in its aim and 
its success honorable alike to the wisdom 
of those with whom these societies origin- 
ated, and the liberality of those by whom 
they have been sustained. Without these 
associated enterprises for the use of the 
press, the Church of God in America would 
not now stand where it does. In no country 
is the necessity for such efforts so pressing 
as ia our own new, broad land, with its 
scattered, inquisitive, active, 
population. 

It is no discredit to the Union i 
to which reference has been made, to say 
that they cannot do the whole work. The 
support which they have received from 
Christians of various names has testified to 
their value as one of the agencies needed 
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for the dissemination of truth by means 
of the presa. The same practical testimony, 
on the part of all denominations, declares 
it to be the result of experience that they 
cannot do all that is to bo done in thia 
direction. Were the Church in its organi- 
zation one, and in its theology one, its work 
of publication would be one. Divided as 
it is into several branches, with separate 
organizations and varying opinions upon 
minor points in doctrine as well aa in order, 
it has been found necessary that each should 
do for itself that part of thia labor which 
especially belongs to it. Whilst Methodists, 
Baptists, Episcopalians, Congregationaliats, 
and Presbyterians can unite in the produc- 
tion and circulation of a literature which 
enforces the broad truths of their common 
faith, experience has taught each Church 
that it must use the press as a denomi- 
nation for the promulgation of those views 
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of trutli which belong to it as a denoTiii- 
nation. 

No other organization separately, nor all 
unitedly, can furnish the Methodist with 
that which is demanded by his peculiar 
church discipline and the special type of 
theology which he holds. He must look to 
his own church organizations for such a use 
of the press as will meet the exigencies of 
his faith and practice. So is it with the 
Baptist. If he wishes his views of church 
government, or of the ordinance of baptism, 
to be advocated, he must look to a Baptist 
and not to a Union source for the supply of 
this demand. So also the Episcopalian, the 
Presbyterian, the Lutheran, the Congre- 
gationalist, must all publish for themselves 
that which is demanded by the views, the 
discipline, and the aims of their own Church. 
Experience has led every important body 
of Christians in our country to the esta- 



Hoaedt,GOOgle 



A DEXOMISATIONAL PRESS. 17 

blishmeot of an organization for file produc- 
tion of a religions literature positive and 
controversial, as well as evangelical. 

Aside from theory, this unanimity of 
action is the strongest argument in favor of 
the wisdom of such a course. 

No one who will be at the trouble to look 
into the matter will deny that a large 
share of the efficiency of the strongest re- 
ligious denominations of America is due to 
their energetic use of the press. There is 
no one thing which tends more directly to 
unite, to render homogeneons and to in- 
vigorate a Church, than a wise use of this 
grand agency. In support of this asser- 
tion, we would instance the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, North. With some fea- 
tures in its policy entirely repugnant to 
the sense of Protestantism and to tho genius 
of the American people, it is the most solid, 
compact, and aggressive roligioua body in the 
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land. Not only is it in itself an army well 
equipped and compacted, but it constantly 
diffuses its principles and widens its infiu- 
ence. Whilst we recognize and honor the 
evangelistic posture of the denomination as 
one source of its power, we as unmistakably 
see in its rich, powerful, and well-ordered 
" Book Concern" another great agent in the 
production of this result. With its accu- 
mulated capital of $600,000, it is able to 
issue any work demanded by the necessities 
of the denomination. With its long cata^ 
logue of practical and controversial works, 
it meets the wants of its ministry and its 
members, and in its twelve hundred books 
for Sunday-schools it offers a full source of 
supply in this respect. With the whole 
ministry of the Church as its agents, it 
circulates its books and papers everywhere. 
Its Sunday-School Advocate goes forth to 
the number of 200,000 of each issue. Thu3 
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it instructs and strengthens its own people 
and consolidates its forces, exerting an 
accumulated influence upon other denomi- 
nations, as well as upon the world lying 
beyond the Church. 

Nor is it to be denied that our brethren 
of the other branch of the Presbyterian 
Church owe much to their Board of Publi- 
cation. In its issues their ministry have 
the materials for their work ready to theii 
hands. Through it they labor for their 
Church in places and at times when the 
voice could not or would not be heard. The 
facilities which it affords their ministry for 
the exposition, defence, and enforcement of 
their views are not likely to be overrated ; 
whilst in its employment for setting forth 
the history of the past and the opinions of 
other religious bodies, its power is but too 
well known to many within the pale of our 
own body. If we take exception to this 
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feature of its work on grounds of truth and 
fairness, wc cannot but accord to it the 
wise use, in other respects, of a mighty- 
engine of influence. Its puhhcations, which 
in 1860, exceeded one, ■million in number, 
issued at a cost of $126,000, tell with great 
force upon the prosperity of that branch of 
the Church. By its volumes for minis- 
ters and iaymen, for Sunday-schools and 
strangers, by its "Record," for the churches, 
and its " Visitor," for the children, it is 
guarding its own fold, and adding to its in- 
fluence in this land. 

The Baptists have long been active in 
this work. For thirty-six years they have 
had an organization, also in the city of 
Philadelphia, "The American Eaptist Pub- 
lication Society," from which have issued 
two hundred and fifty millions of pages. 
Their Sunday-school paper, " The Young 
Reaper," has a circulation of 96,000. Their 
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bound Tolumea number 302; their publi- 
cations, bound and unbound, more than six 
hundred. Thia establishment they look 
upon as the " right arm" of their denomi- 
national power. During the past year forty- 
two colporteurs were employed in dissemi- 
nating its issues. To render it more effi- 
cient, and to give it that pecuniary basis 
without which the work of publication on 
an extended scale is impossible, it has been 
resolved to add one hundred thousand dol- 
lars to the capital of the Society. Thia 
work, which has made good progress, when 
done, will tell upon the future history of 
that Church. 

Not to go too far into details, it may be 
said, in general, that every branch of the 
Church has entered upon this mode of 
effort. The Episcopalians have a " Churek 
Booh Sockty" for the High-Church side 
of the house, and the 
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Ztiowledge Society" an excellent and 
useful organization, in the hands of the 
evangelical part of the Church. The 
Dutch Reformed have a "Board of Fubli- 
cation;" so also have the Lutherans, Mo- 
ravians, and other minor denominations. 
Our Congregational brethren have the 
" Congregational Board of Publication," 
which issues volumes and doctrinal tracts, 
and also the "Massachusetts Sabhath-Sehool 
Soaiety," with a catalogue of a thousand 
publications. The Methodist Church, South, 
with a capital of $300,000, resolved to add 
$200,000 to that capital; and they say that 
they will do it, too 1 

What do these facts mean? Is not their 
meaning plain, — too plain to be mistaken ? 
They say, with a palpable power, that ex- 
perience testifies to the value of the denomi- 
national press, that this is one of the things 
which a HvJng Church in a living age and a 
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living country must have ! They say that 
if it be the duty of a given branch of the 
Church to exist, if it be its duty to plant 
churches, to build houses of worship, to 
sustain pastors, to send forth missionaries, 
as truly is it its duty to propagate the 
truth by disseminating through the press 
those influences which it holds to be precious 
to itself and desirable for others. 

Whilst it is true, beyond question or cavil, 
as it appears to us, that the press should 
be used by every denomination to expound, 
advocate, and defend the doctrines and order 
of the denomination, this is not the only 
ground of obligation for entering upon this 
work. Each organized Christian body owes 
a duty to the only head which it recognizes 
—the one great Head of the Church— to 
send abroad his gospel in every practicable 
mode. Whilst this can bo done, in some 
directions, by societies composed of Chris- 
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tians of different names united for tliat 
purpose, tliere are points unreached by 
these societies, which may be reached by a 
denominational committee or board. Men 
who will not seek a given tract or book, 
or who will never receive it, from the former 
source, may and will receive it, often seek 
for it, from the latter. Thus, then, comes 
upon the denomination a duty to issue those 
works which it believes will conduce to the 
salvation and the aanctification of men. 
Can it be doubted that a vast multitude of 
Methodists and Baptists and Presbyterians 
have been made acquainted with the truth 
and educated in godliness through denomi- 
national organizations, who would otherwise 
never have been reached by the religious 
press ? We advocate not all that is issued 
by these presses ; but it is undeniable that 
they have done much to diffuse a valu- 
able gospel literature. And when we 
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apply this thought to our own body, 
is it not a fact that we can give the 
truth from our own sources, through our 
own ministry, to those who otherwise would 
not receive it? We have our weekly- Pres- 
byterian papers. They cannot go into every 
home where the Ameriean Messenger or the 
Sunday-School Times finds lodgment. Yet 
they are a necessity of our existence as a 
denomination, and, whilst existing primarily 
for the denomination, they at the same time 
carry into new channels those same influ- 
ences which make the Union papers a bless- 
ing to many. The religious press, in the 
hands of a denomination, carries saving in- 
fluences where they would be borne by no 
other agency. 

Moreover, it may be questioned whether 
we, as a body of Christians, can properly 
withhold from the world the doctrines of 
our blessed religion in those connections in 



Hoaedt,GOOgle 



2G A DENOMIKATIONAL PRESS. 

which we believe that they are taught in 
God's word. Our duty as a Church is to 
EDDCATE the people under our influence : 
this we cannot do to the full without pre- 
senting entire the system of r^igion which 
we believe to be most closely conformed to 
the truth. 

It must at once be frankly conceded 
that our own denomination has not in this 
matter kept pace with others. For many 
years, the whole subject lay untouched, and 
at this day we are only entering with feeble 
and laborious, though quickening, steps, 
upon this department of church work. 
Since we cannot be so arrogant as to sup- 
pose that the unanimity with which this 
agency has been laid hold upon by our 
sister denominations is the result of a 
unanimity in folly or wickedness from which 
we alone have been preserved, the question 
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Whether there is any thing m our 
position or principles, as a denomination, 
tJiat should lead us to differ from, other 
Christian bodies in this respect? Whilst 
the Methodists and Baptists, Congregation- 
alists and Episcopalians, our Presbyterian 
brethren and the Dutch Reformed, the 
Lutheran and the Moravian, are led to 
engage witih more or less zeal in the spread 
of their views througli the printed page, is 
there any thing in onr theology, our cha- 
racter as a denomination, or our historic 
position, that forbids, or should forbid, our 
laboring side by side with them in this 
mode of effort? Let us look briefly at the 
matter. 

Is there, then, any thing in the theology of 
the Constitutional Presbyterian Church that 
would discourage this use of the press? 
Are our views of Scripture truth such that 
we dare not define, expound, and defend 
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tliem? Is our theology one which cannot 
bear the light? Would it suffer if brought 
in comparison, under the light of God's 
word and the scrutiny of free discussion, 
with the views of the religious bodies in the 
midst of which we dwell ? Is it not rather 
a theology based upon the letter and the 
spirit of Scripture ? — a theology whose 
symbols claim the admiration of Christen- 
dom, and command the respect even of 
their enemies, by their logic, their unity, 
and their simple force ? — a theology strictly 
Biblical, yet philosophical; Calvinistic, yet 
hberal; honoring God, yet not repelling 
man ? In a word, is not our theology one 
that shrinks from no test, avoids no dis- 
cussion, suffers by no examination? Why, 
then, may we not publish it to the world ? 
Nay, how can we refrain from sending it 
on the printed page, as well as from the 
preacher's lips, broadcast over our land. 
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to do its part in forming the religious senti- 
ments of a great and yet plastic nation? 
If ever there was a body intrusted with 
sentiments at once in harmony with God's 
law and man's best hopes, our own ia that 
body. We look in vain to our theology for 
reasons for the disuse of the press as a 
denomination. 

7s there any thing in the characteristies 
of our Church, its order, discipline, min- 
istry, membership, to discourage a denomi- 
national use of the press? Its order is 
eminently in harmony with Scripture, not 
merely, but also with the genius of Ameri- 
can institutions. Free, yet guarded from 
abuse by a constitution and laws, — demo- 
cratic, in that the people are the seat of 
its power, yet republican in its government 
and courts, — its order is one that we need 
not be ashamed to publish anywhere, least 
of all to publish in this laud. DespotH and 
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their supporters might well abhor Presby- 
terianism, as always republican. To the 
American people the more fully it is made 
known the more will it commend itself. 
Are not our ministry and membership, in 
their prominent characteristics, just such aa 
they should be to encourage this very enter- 
prise? Whether as writers or readers, 
they are the fit constituency of a vigorous 
system of religious publication. With an 
educated, active ministry, and a people 
eminently thoughtful and intelligent, we 
look here also in vain for any grounds 
of indifference to this work. Nay, in the 
fact that our ministry is to a great extent 
a missionary ministry and our people a 
scattered people — the fact that in propor- 
tion to our means we occupy a wide extent 
of territory — we find peculiar reasons for 
an earnest interest in the full equipment 
of both ministry and members with the 



Hoaedt,GOOgle 



A DENOMINATIONAL PRESS. 31 

printed page. They need the very furni- 
ture for their warfare for which they can 
look only to their own denomination. 

Is there any thing in our history, in our 
past associations, or in our present position, 
to deter ua from such a use of the press as 
that under consideration? We readily con- 
cede that in the past there lie memories, 
habits, and associations which strongly 
tend to deter us from denominational efforts 
of any kind, whether for educational pur- 
poses, for missions, or for publication. We 
owe our separate existence largely to our 
adherence to catholicity in sentiment and 
co-operation in effort. Had the men of 
1837 consented to enter upon a strictly 
ecclesiastical policy, to the rejection of the 
principle of union with other denomina^ 
tions in the various forms of religious pro- 
pagandism, one of the causes of the division 
would have been removed. Undeniably, 
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our historic antecedents are not favorable 
to denominational action. Having, for a 
series of years, acted upon the principle 
of co-operation in evangelization, — having 
thrown our whole influence into co-opera- 
tive channels, — having given to them our 
affections, our funds, our pens, to the total re- 
jection of denominational institutions, — and 
having educated our churches, for a genera- 
tion, in this mode of action OJily, — it would 
be strange indeed if a denominational enter- 
prise should at once find favor with our 
ministry and our people. Even having 
found favor, it is no easy work for it to find 
a place amid the many excellent institutions 
already on the roll of our benevolence. 

Yet, whilst it is acknowledged that our 
past associations have a tendency to dis- 
courage this enterprise in common with all 
others wearing an ecclesiastical garb, it 
may well be asked whether in our dread 
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of sectarianism we have not rim to the 
opposite extreme. Selfishness is a sore evil; 
but so is prodigality. He who centres all 
his efforts upon his family, to the neglect 
of those claims which the community has 
upon him, does wrong; but he will not 
rectify the wrong by paying no attention to 
his family and bestowing all his labors upoa 
the community. It has been quite cus- 
tomary to pit union and denominational 
modes of evangelization the one against the 
other, as though the two were in conflict. 
Thus was it twenty years ago in the Pres- 
byterian Church, Hence much strife and 
bitterness and division. But how needless 
is this controversy! The two are right. 
Each has its field. Some ends are in their 
essence peculiar to a given body, and can 
ocly be attained by that body in its indi- 
vidual, organic capacity. Other ends are 
in their nature equally desirable and practi- 
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cable to all evangelical Christians, and tlieae 
should be attained by co-operative benevo- 
lence. 

It can scarcely be doubted that our own 
Church, in its dread of sectarianism, has 
too bug neglected interests properly lying 
at its door. The error — if sneh it be — 
has been a generoas one : yet it is not less 
generous now to begin that to which, in the 
providence of God, we are called. If it be 
a fact that some things we must do for our- 
selves because we cannot fairly ask others 
to do them for ua, then let us recognise the 
fact, and manfully act upon it. 

One of the things that we must do, is 
to use the press for the dissemination of 
those views of scriptural truth, of right, and 
of order, which we believe to be adapted 
to bless, to sanctify, and to save our 
fellow-men. That we can do this without 
the narrowness of the sectarian, or the 
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"bitteniess of the polemic, is a favor for 
which we cannot be sufficiently thankful. 
We are compelled by no view of truth 
which we hold, to malign or injure others 
whilst defending our own sentiments. Our 
doctrine as to the ministry does not compel 
us in its advocacy to deny the validity of 
the ministry of other Christian Churches. 
Our views as to baptism do not force us to 
unchurch those who administer that rite 
differently from ourselves. Our sacramen- 
tal board is fenced about by no barrier for- 
bidding us to invite to it all who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and in truth. 
Our church order may be commended and 
sustained without impugning the validity 
of orders other than our own. 

That we are thus enabled to maintain 
our views as a denomination, to defend and 
to propagate them, without unchurching, 
deposing, or excluding our brethren of other 
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denominations, whilst it calls upon us for 
gratitude, lays also upon us a responsibility 
which -we cannot avoid. It is our duty to 
show to the world a theology devoid of 
bigotry, a creed without uncharitableneas, 
an order free from ail narrowness and 
exclosivism. If our theology is scriptural, 
our sentiments catholic, our church govern- 
ment in harmony with the genius of onr 
free institutiona, it is our duty to Iwing 
them to the light. If there is any thing in 
our Church precious to us, let that bleasing 
be given to others ; let this Church be pre- 
served intact; let our children abide in it, 
and let others enter it to partake of its 
spirit and spread its influences. 

To illustrate a proper, wise, and righteous 
denominationalism, — one equally removed 
from indifference on the one hand and from 
dogmatism on the other, — a denomination- 
alism catholic and co-operative, yet true 
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to itself and to its special duties, — a denomi- 
nationalism that protects itself, not for itself, 
hut for Christ and his <iause, — is a high 
..^ailing. Is not that calling ours? There 
are dangers on the right hand and the left ; 
yet, looking to God for grace and -wisdom, 
we may safely steer between Scylla and 
Chaiybdis, and keep the true channel with 
our gospel-freighted bark. 

There occurs to us but one remaining 
question with regard to our duty to use 
the press in our denominational capacity; it 
is, that prindples so excellent mat/ well be 
left to take care of themselves. If we go 
fonvard preaching the truth, need we fear 
for our prosperity as a denomination ? 
Pleasing as is this suggestion, it is, unfor- 
tunately, untrue. An ecclesiastical organi- 
zation needs something more than a true 
scriptural basis to insure ite prosperity. 
That basis must be built upon. Stone must 
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be laid upon stone, and wing added to wing, 
and, as tlie building enlarges, there must 
be one harmonious idea carried out by the 
various workmen. The work cannot be 
left to hap-hazaril reliance upon the truth 
which lies at the bottom. The best senti- 
ments will die out unless they are incul- 
cated. The most scriptural denomination 
will be forsaken by its children if they are 
never taught to value it. Evil is at work 
on every hand : it is native to the soil ; it 
ever lives, and propagates itself, and it will 
cover the face of the land if it is not met 
and overcome. It will not do in this 
grasping, selfish world to trust to the good- 
ness of your principles : they must be main- 
tained and defended. The best seed must 
not be left to itself: it must be planted, 
watered, nurtured, protected. 

Of all the evangelical denominations of 
America, perhaps none more needs the com- 
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parting and strengthening influence of a 
denominationa] literature than our own. 

In the "warmth and scope of our liberality, 
it can scarcely be questioned that we have 
bestowed too little attention upon our own 
wants as a Church. Our sons going forth into 
the ever-widening fields of labor presented 
by our great country have in general been 
blessed with a truly Christian love of union. 
They have ever been ready to co-operate 
with others, when others could be found 
willing to co-operate with them. But, 
whilst thus equipped with a catholic spirit, 
they have found themselves less adequately 
provided with the means of self-defence 
amid the clashing interests incident to our 
imperfect mental and moral state. Going 
into a society heterogeneous, released from 
the trammels of conventionalism, and unset- 
tled as to matters of faith, they have felt the 
want of books and tracts with which to 
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meet ihe question, " What are the doctrines 
of yom- Church ?" lu these circumstances, 
it became desirable to have publications for 
which, in a more staid and fixed state of 
society, but little want had been felt. Mis- 
representations of Calvinistie doctrine were 
found to be rife in the popular mind. Pres- 
byterianism as a system was misunderstood. 
False views of our history as a denomina- 
tion were wide-spread. Hence, the means 
of meeting these misunderstandings and mis- 
representations, and of plainly sotting forth 
our views of trath, became an imperative 
want of our pioneer ministry. 

It was from this class of men, the self- 
denying workers who are founding churches 
and reai'ing presbyteries and synods through 
the broad West, that the call came in 
which the Freshyterian Publication Com- 
mittee had its rise. Whilst they were 
unprovided with the means of meeting 



Hoaedt,GOOgle 



A DENOMISATIONAL PRESS. 41 

this want, they found themselves in compe- 
tition with those who were fully equipped. 
All around them were the representatives 
of active and enterprising religious or- 
ganizationsj less scriptural — as we be- 
lieve — in their views, but well provided 
with printed tra<;ts and books with which 
to educate a rising community in their 
tenets. The Methodist, the Baptist, the 
"Old School" man, the Episcopalian, each 
had an armory from which to draw weapons 
for the extension of bis peculiar views; and 
these weapons were vigorously used; but 
our own earnest workers were not thus 
armed. And is it a thing unreaaonaHe 
that they should ask for aid in this matter ? 
They presented their request from time to 
time, and in 1852, by the General Assem- 
bly meeting in Washington, i\" Standing 
Committee on Doctrinal Tracts" was ap- 
pointed, " to superintend the publication 
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of a series of tracts explanatory of the doc- 
trines, government, and missionary policy 
of the PreBbyterian Church." The title 
of this committee was changed by the 
Assembly of 1855 to that which it now 
bears, — " The Peesbyteeian Publication 
Committee ;" and in 1857 its sphere of opera- 
tions was enlarged so as to cover the wide 
domain of religious publication. 

While the organized movement on tbe 
part of our Church, sino« its disruption, 
to use the press is thus recent, it is an 
interesting fact that we axe not undertaking 
a work founded upon recent views. More 
than one hundred and twenty years ago, — in 
1735, — the Synod of Philadelphia, then the 
highest judicatory of the Church, appointed 
a committee for the supervision of pub- 
lished religious discussion. Even at that 
early day it was found that the interests 
of a federated Church demanded an over- 
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sight of the pablicatioris of the press on 
religioxis matters. From time to time 
through the eighteenth century, the Synod, 
and afterwai-ds the General Assembly, di- 
rected the purchase and distribution of 
religious books on "the fi'ontiers," and the 
publication of the standards of the Church, 
proofs, &c. So, also, in the early part of 
the present century this course was con- 
tiuued, and appropriations were made for 
the distribution of books among the needy 
and the colored population ; and in 1809 
the Assembly recommended the formation 
of Synodical Tract Societies, to secure the 
distribution of religious tracts within their 
bounds. 

After the division which occurred in 
1837, the other branch of the Presbyterian 
Church threw its whole force into ecclesi- 
astical organizations. Among its other 
Boai-ds, that of Publication soon atti'acted 
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its attention, and enlisted tte services of 
many of its ablest men. With a steady- 
growth it has been carried forward, until 
it now constitutes one of the strongest 
elements of power in connection with that 
body, "Whether viewed in its effect in con- 
Bohdating tlie denomination and rendering 
it homogeneous in sentiment, or in its value 
as an agent for church extension, it holds a 
high place among its sources of strength. 

From causes to which reference has 
already been made, it was not until the year 
1852 that our own branch of the Church 
inaugurated its movement for the use of the 
press. Nor, for several years, was much 
more done than to resolve to do this much- 
needed work. 

At last, however, a conviction of the 
importance of this branch of church enter- 
prise has forced itself upon the minds of 
the thoughtful in the denomination. It is 
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seen that we cannot aiFord longer to neglect 
the use of this most potent agency for 
inatrueting and moving men. We have 
entered upon the task. A beginning has been 
made. A noble property has been purchased 
for a Publication Houss, in Philadelphia, 
and presented to the General Assembly as a 
home for this work, A good beginning has 
been made, too, in the issue of books and 
tracts, — though with no small difficulty, from 
the lack of a suitable capital. The Church, 
through her highest council, earnestly calls 
upon her members to strengthen and carry 
forward the work. She asks that they 
should pkce it upon a fitting basi.^, with a 
sufficient capital, to execute so vastly im- 
portant an office. 

And shall it not be done? 

To have founded a college, to have en- 
dowed a hospital, to have built a church, is 
an honor. To have aided in these cndow- 
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merits is a privilege. Not less is it a privi- 
lege to aid in the establisiinieEt of a press 
from whicli shall fiow streams of living 
water, not less an honor to endow it and to 
make it a perennial fountain, in a thirsty 
world. 

Have we not men wise enough to appre- 
hend the facts, liberal enough to do that 
which wisdom, piety, and generosity would 
dictate ? 
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OUR PUBLICATION ENTERPRISE. 

(From the Am^rkim Preshylman.) 

What is worth doing at all is worth 
doing well. If we are to have a Publica- 
tion House and a Publication Committee, let 
us, by all means, have the benefit of them. 

To own a valuable property in Philadelphia 
13 a very good thiag ; and to have a wise and 
whole-souled committee is a very good thing; 
but, unless we put into the hands of this com- 
mittee a capital with which to work, we make 
very little progress towards getting what 
we want. The manufacturer who builds his 
factory, constructs his engine, rigs his 
wheels, and hires his men, but furnishes 
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neither fuel for the engine nor raw material 
for the spindles, may have made a veiy 
good beginning, hut he will not hring much 
to pass in the way of results, excepting t-o 
swamp himself and waste his money, 

Xow, we do not intend to insinuate that 
in oiu- puhlication effort we have played 
this part; but we must say that we have 
come very near to it. We have, by the aid 
of some nohle souls, secured to the denomi- 
nation a very valuable property in Phila- 
delphia. We have thus testified to our 
self-consciousness, and to our determination, 
as a Christian body, to live and act. This 
is good. We have given our committee 
instructions to do great things for our 
Church and the world. This is good. We 
have furnished fuel enough to set the machi- 
iierj in motion, and material enough to get 
our. samples, showing what we can do; and 
this is good, so far as it goes. But we have 
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not gone into the enterprise with such life 
and vigor and seif-committal as to make it 
a self-supporting concern, wide-spread in its 
influence and effects. 

This is poor economy. We should either 
put onr publicition ciu&e on its feet, or we 
should allow it to deep until we arc ready- 
to give it an efSaent st«t. As to feeding 
it on resolutions, and working it by good 
intentions ind waini ij probation, with a 
very small allowance of the sinews of war, 
we may as well give over any hopes of ao 
cheap a road to success. There is no use 
whatever in shutting our eyes to the feet 
that JiOKBY IS A NECESSITY in this under- 
taking. Men of large viows give five, ten, 
twenty, fifty thousand dollars to colleges, 
hospitals, asylums. Why not do as much 
to give to a great denomination an efficient 
use of the press ? Other denominations have 
already done this work. We are late, and 
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ceived from him, if we did not do it. We 
believe that the best interests of our 
country, and of the world, are identified 
with the spread of the pure gospel, and that 
the fonn in which we Lave received it is in- 
dispensable to the best development of true 
religion." 



FOBM OF BEaUEST. 

I GIVE and bequeath to tho Trustees of the Preaby- 

terian House, incorporated April 21, 1855, by the 

Legislature of Pennsylvania, tte sum of dollars, 

lo be eipended under the direelJon and for the appro- 
priate uses of the Publication Committee of the Gene- 
ral Asaembly of the Presbyterian Cimrch in the United 
States of Amerioa. 
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